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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the type" in Line 4 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

3. Claim 1 recites the limitation "the start address" in Line 5 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

5. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Adams et al. (WO 200060842 English Equivalent U.S. Patent Number: 
6,803,854). 

As to independent claim 1, Adams discloses a method for automatically 
configuring a technology module (Fig. 2) (see Col. 4, Lines 12-14), for 
representing and controlling a technical process system that is connected to a 
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computer user station via at least one interface for transferring data (see Col. 4, 
Lines 27-67), comprising: 

a user specifying the type of at least one process element of the process 
system and the start address of a memory module associated with the process 
element (see Col. 10, Lines 37-46); and 

automatically completing the technology module by allocating at least one 
of a signaling element, an archive data element and a picture element to the 
process element (e.g., signaling apparatus) (see Abstract), wherein the 
technology module and the at least one signaling element, archive data element 
or picture element are stored as a logically connected unit (see Col. 9, Lines 20- 
34); and' 

wherein the logically connected unit is centrally processed and managed 
(see Col. 9, Lines 20-34). 

As to dependent claim 2, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the data comprises at least one of process data, state data, open-loop 
data, and closed-loop control data (see Col. 5, Lines 52-67). 

As to dependent claim 3, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein a plurality of types of process elements are stored in a library (see 
Col. 6, Lines 1-5). 

As to dependent claim 4, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 
3, wherein the library is provided in the computer user station (see Col. 5, Line 56 
to Col. 6, Line 5). 
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As to dependent claim 5, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the at least one signaling element, archive data element or picture 
element is assigned respectively to individual types of process elements (see 
Col. 5, Line 56 to Col. 6, Line 5). 

As to dependent claim 6, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 
5, wherein the at least one signaling element, archive data element or picture 
element is assigned to a group of types of process elements (see Col. 5, Line 56 
to Col. 6, Line 5). 

As to dependent claim 7, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 

5, further comprising modifying the allocation of the signaling element, archive 
data element or picture element to the individual types of process elements (see 
Col. 5, Line 56 to Col. 6, Line 5). 

As to dependent claim 8, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 

6, further comprising modifying the allocation of the signaling element, archive 
data element or picture element to the group of types of process elements (see 
Col. 5, Line 56 to Col. 6, Line 5). 

As to dependent claim 9, Adams teaches the method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the signaling element is configured to detect object-specific signals of 
the process element in the computer user station (see Col. 5, Line 56 to Col. 6, 
Line 5). 

As to dependent claim 10, Adams teaches the method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the archive data element is configured to archive at least one of 
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state data or process data of the process element in the computer user station 
(see Col. 5, Line 56 to Col. 6, Line 5). 

As to dependent claim 11, Adams teaches the method as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the picture element is configured to display at least one of 
object-specific signals, state variables or process variables of the process 
element on the user interface of the computer user station (see Col. 4, Lines 63- 
67; and Col. 5, Line 56 to Col. 6, Line 5). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Agrusa et al. (U.S. Patent Number 7,003,558) teaches method and 
system for communicating information and controlling equipment according to a 
standard protocol between two computers. 

Gatto et al. (U.S. Publication Number 2003/0037335) teaches interactive 
television devices and systems. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tejal J. Garni whose telephone number is 
(571) 270-1035. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Anthopy Knight 
Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Tech Center 2100 
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